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 Prepositions are words governing nouns , noun 
phrases or pronouns. 

  Pre    +   positions 

        (before     places) 

 They are placed before nouns or noun phrases. 
 The people            the bus 

    in 

  The people in the bus 

 A bill             the shopkeeper 

    from 

         A bill from the shopkeeper 

 A friend             Ann 

    of 

     A friend of Ann 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 They are placed before pronouns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Teachers            them 

    of 

 

Subject Pronouns Object Pronouns 

I me 

We us 

You You 

They Them 

He Him 

She Her 

it it 



Some important prepositions which are commonly appeared in the 

test paper.  

 At 

 At is used for expressing position of something. 

 at the top of the hill. 

 at the back of the class. 

 at a distance. 

 Water boils at 100 ℃ 

 At is used for expressing time. 

 We left home at 4.30 in the morning. 

 I usually read news papers at night. 

 At is used to indicate the value or rate. 

 Nimal sells vegetables at low rates. 

 

 Along 

 Along expresses the state . It means beside or through. 

 She walked along the road. 

 It rained all along from the beginning of the match. 

 

 

 

 



 Among  
 Among means in the category or with in the number of 

things. 

 Teacher divided the papers among the students in the class. 

 By 
 By indicates near or beside. 

 She came and sat by me. 

 I got it by my brother. 

 By indicates the time mentioned. 

 Come by 8.00 o’clock. 

 She completed her work by 10.00 o’clock last night.  

 For 
 For means in defence, support or favour of  

 They are ready for dinner. 

 He did the work for money. 

 For means in spite of 

 For all his boasting, he is a good person. 

 

 



 From 
 From is used for expressing separation or origin followed 

by person , place , time , etc. 

 She comes from London. 

 Dinner is served from 8.00 o’clock. 

 Expressing reason or cause. 

 An orphan child died from hunger. 

 In 
 In is used for expressing inclusion or position. 

 The book is in the 2nd cupboard.  

 In indicates longer period. 

 Some birds migrate in winter. 

 Mala was born in 1997. 

 The army won the battle in the end. 

 In shows ability. 

 Amali is fluent in English. 

 

 



 Into 
 Into indicates the motion to a place. 

 Fathima slowly moved into her room. 

 She got into the car and drove away. 

 On 
 On indicates supported by or attached to. 

 Charts are hanged on the wall. 

 He fell on his knees. 

 On shows the time-during exactly at 

 Some shops are closed on Mondays. 

 Siripala was arrested on suspicion. 

 Of  
 Of is used to express origin or cause 

 She died of a cancer. 

 Of expresses belonging or connection. 

 People of Sri Lanka. 

 Of expresses the direction or respect. 

 North of the country. 

 Beware of dogs. 

 Of expresses the partition or classification 

 Part of the story.  

 

 

 

 

 



 To 
 To indicates nearly close position. 

 They come to school in the morning. 

 There are five minutes to ten. 

 To is used in expressing considered or affected. 

 I am used to get up at 4.00 o’clock in the morning. 

 To is used in expressing consequence or cause. 

 We eat to live. 

 I am  sorry to hear. 

 Towards 
 Towards shows the direction 

 They walked towards the house. 

 It shows the regards or relation 

 John Donne expresses his feelings towards death in his 

poems. 

  

 



Q1. Fill in the blanks in the following text using the prepositions given in the 

box. Use each preposition only once. There is one preposition extra. 

 

 

 

 

Two young employees who were recruited recently were arguing 

(1)……………………….the office when their boss walked (2) ……………………… 

them. The boss asked, “Why are you arguing?” One employee answered, 

“There was a hundred rupee note (3) ………………………. this table and we 

decided to give it to the one who tells the biggest lie.” “You should be 

ashamed (4) ………………………. yourselves,” said the boss, “When I was at your 

age, I didn’t even know what a lie was.” Immediately, the two employees 

gave the hundred rupee note (5) …………………..... the boss.  

Of        towards       along        on         to          in 



Q1. Fill in each blank with a suitable preposition from the list given below. Use each            

preposition only once. There is one preposition extra. 

 

 

 

 

A travelling salesman visiting a large business office boasted (1) 

…………………………… the manager that he could pick out all the married men (2) 

………………………… the employees. Accordingly, he stood (3) ……………………..... 

the door as the employees returned (4) ……………………... lunch and identified 

all those he believed to be married. In almost every case he was right. 

“How do you do it?” asked the manager. 

The travelling salesman replied,“ the married men wipe their feet (5) 

…………............ the doormat; the single ones don’t!” 

In      on      at      to      from      among 






