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 What are adverbs? 

        An adverb is a part of speech that provides greater description to a verb, adjective, another adverb, a 
phrase, a clause, or a sentence. 

 

A great way to pick out an adverb from a sentence is to look for the word ending in -ly. 

 

Defining an adverb 

Well, first, it's important to understand the words adverbs work closely with, starting with verbs, adjectives, 
and other adverbs. 

 

 



A verb is a word that expresses action or a state of being,  

i.e. jump, run, swim, fish, talk. 

 

An adjective is a word that describes or clarifies a noun,  

i.e. pretty, happy, silly, sunny. 

 

A noun is a person, place or thing - in its simplest definition, 

 i.e. girl, dog, mom. 

 

 

Here are some examples of adverbs modifying verbs: 

 

He runs quickly. 

 

She walks slowly. 

 

He's happily chattering over there in the corner. 

 



Adverbs can also modify adjectives or other adverbs.  

They provide more information about that other descriptive word.  

 

For example: 

He runs very quickly. 

 

In this sentence, the adverb "very" is describing the adverb "quickly" ("very quickly" can be used 

as an adverb phrase). 

 

An incredibly pretty girl sat down next to me. 

 

In this sentence, the adverb "incredibly" is describing the adjective "pretty." 

 









Good and Well 

 

Good is an adjective that modifies nouns. 

 

For example:  

That good boy (n.) just gave his little sister a hug. 

 

Well is an adverb that modifies verbs or even adjectives. 

 

For example:  

He listens (v.) well. 

 

That well educated (adj) woman went on to marry a celebrity. 










