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❑Affixes can be divided into two parts.

➢Prefixes 

➢Suffixes 

What are Affixes?



❑A prefix is a letter or group of letters added 

to beginning of the root / base word.

❑ Prefixes do not generally change the word 

class.

❑ It creates a new word. 

What is a Prefix ?



(Adjective)        - (Adjective) (verb)    - (verb)

✓ Words classes are not changed but the meaning of the word is 
changed.





Prefix Meaning Example 

dis not disappear

il, im, in ,ir with out illegal 

impolite 

incorrect 

irregular 

inter  between internet

mid middle midnight

semi half semifinal 

auto self automobile

non not nonpayment

post after post-war



Test -1

complete the following words using the given prefixes.

(re/un/ir/im/dis/pre/in/semi/il/mis)

1.…... possible

2.……lock

3.…...honest

4.……legal

5.…...play

6........final

7...….historic

8.…...understand

9.…...responsible

10.......active



Test -2

Select the correct word to complete the blank.

1.Teacher asked us to …………. the sentences because all the sentences were 
incorrect.

2. We were …………….. to win the match. So we got the second place.

3.We have an ……………… airport in Katunayaka.

4.Dewmini is ………………….. because she  failed the exam.

5.You may be correct, but I ……………… with your idea.

6.I find it quite difficult to believe your story. It’s …………….

(unable , rewrite ,unbelievable ,unhappy , international, disagree)



❖A suffix is a letter or group of letters added to 
the end of the base /root word.

❖It makes a new word and change the word 
class.

✓ Colour + ful = colourful

(verb)               (adjective)

✓ Kind + ness  =  kindness

(adjective)        (noun)

Change the word class





suffix Meaning Example 

-able Can be done Comfortable

-en Made of Wooden

-er

-or

-ar

Person who Writer

Narrator

Begger

-tion

-sion

Act or process Introduction

Explosion 

-ment action Enjoyment 

-some Form adjective Quarrelsome 

-ship Position held Friendship 

-dom place Kingdom



1.write- ……..

2.child- ……..

3.manage- ……..

4.sad- ………

5.inform -…….

6.lazy -…….

7.music- ……..

8.develop- ……

9.kind-……….

10.argue-…….

Test-3 

Form nouns from these words. Use noun forming suffixes.



Test-4

Use the words in brackets to form a new word 
that fills the blank.

 I have a very good …………….with my siblings.(relation)

 He has a great …………………..(person)

 It’s ……………….. . I have won a lottery.(believe)

 I could find lot of ………………. about the topic.(inform)

 Ruwan was ……………… for two years before he found a new 
job.(employ)

 As human beings we must protect the ……………… 
environment.(nature)

 He is 80 years old but he is very …………(act)

 Listen very carefully to the ……………before you do the 
activity.(instruct)

Pupil’s book pg. 31 , 32- activity 9, 10

Work book pg. 16, 17, 18- activity 11 ,12 ,13,14

For Extended activities, refer to the Pupil’s 

Book or the Work Book



ANSWERS -TEST- 1             

TEST- 1

1. …..impossible

2. ……unlock

3. …...dishonest

4. ……illegal

5. …...replay

6. .......semifinal

7. ..….prehistoric

8. …...misunderstand

9. …...irresponsible

10.......inactive



ANSWERS- TEST- 2 

1.Teacher asked us to … rewrite ………. the sentences 

because all the sentences were incorrect.

2. We were … unable .. to win the match. So we got the 

second place.

3.We have an … international, …………… airport in 

Katunayaka.

4.Dewmini is … unhappy ………… because she  failed 

the exam.

5.You may be correct, but I …… disagree ………… 

with your idea.

6.I find it quite difficult to believe your story. It’s … 

unbelievable

(unable , rewrite ,unbelievable ,unhappy , international, 

disagree)



ANSWERS -TEST- 3  

1.write- …writer…..

2.child- …children…..

3.manage- …management /  manager…..

4.sad- …sadness……

5.inform - .....information…… 

6.lazy - .....laziness…….

7.music- …musician…..

8.develop- …development…

9.kind- …kindness…….

10.argue- …argument….



 I have a very good …relationship………….with my 

siblings.(relation)

 He has a great …personality………………..(person)

 It’s …unbelievable…………….. . I have won a lottery.(believe)

 I could find lot of …information……………. about the 

topic.(inform)

 Ruwan was …employed…………… for two years before he 

found a new job.(employ)

 As human beings, we must protect the …natural…………… 

environment.(nature)

 He is 80 years old but he is very …active………(act)

 Listen very carefully to the …instructions…………before you do 

the activity.(instruct)

Answers- Test 4
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