
THE SIMPLE PRESENT 
TENSE 

(general English- grammar part – unit 1) 

 

 

W.D.RIVIKA KARUNARATHNA 

R/Batuhena Maha Vidyalaya 

Ratnapura 



    USES 
1.  The simple present tense denotes an action      

in the present or a habitual truth or an eternal 

truth 
 

 

 

 Habitual truth – I get up early in the morning. 

 

 Eternal truth – The sun rises in the East. Water 

freezes at o degrees of centigrade. 



2.Statements about a state of existence, beliefs, 

knowledge, likes and dislikes are normally only made 

in the simple form. 

 
Ex-Sri Lankans believe in fate. 

     She appreciates my talents.  

     John loves solving puzzles.  

     
3.Newspaper headlines are normally written in simple 

   present tense.  

  Ex- Army conducts random temperature checks 

       in Colombo. 

 

  



4.CONDITIONAL SENTENCES-  

       

  Zero condition – If you heat metal, it  

                          expands. 

 

 
  First condition –If we practice hard, we 

                           will win the match. 



 

Affirmative 

 

Interrogative 

 

Negative 

singular 1st   person I work Do I work? I don’t work. 

2nd  person You work  Do you work? You don’t work. 

3rd  person He, She ,It works 

 

Ramya works 

Does he, she ,it 

work? 

Does Ramya 

work? 

He , She, It doesn’t work. 

 

Ramya doesn’t work. 

plural 1st  person 

 

We work Do we work? We don’t work. 

2nd  person You work Do you work? You don’t work 

3rd  person  They work Do they work? They don’t work 



  

          Affirmative 

  Ram is a teacher. 

  They are my friends. 

  He reads a newspaper 

  They work in a bank. 

   
All these underline words are in the   simple 

  present tense. 

 
            I                       -  am 

            He, She, It        -  is 

            We, They, You   -  are 

  



 If the subject is third person singular, we use –s   

form of the verb. 

 ex :- He reads a newspaper.  

         Ann works in a bank. 

         She does her work on time. 

 

 If the subject is  1st person singular or plural,    

second person or third person plural we use the 

non –s form (stem) of the verb. 

 ex :- I read newspapers daily. 

         They work in a bank. 

         All the students in my class do their 

         homework daily.            



             Interrogative 

 

  If the subject is third person singular, 

     Does + subject + verb( stem) 

  ex :-     She prepares the lunch        Does she prepare the 

                                                         lunch ? 

 

    If the subject is  1st person singular or plural,    second 

    person or third person plural,  

          

        Do + subject + verb (stem)  

  ex:- They live in London.       Do they live in London ?   



               Negative 

   
  If the subject is third person singular, 

           does not + verb (stem)  

     ex:- She prepares lunch.     She does not prepare 

                                               lunch. 

 
     If the subject is  1st person singular or plural, second 

    person or third person plural,  

              do not+ verb (stem) 

     ex:- The live in London.      They do not live in 

                                              London. 
 

 





         Activity - 

        Underline the correct verb form. 

 
1. Emily (live/lives) with her parents. 

2. Cows (feeds/feed)on grass. 

3. India (put/puts) forward peace plan.  

4. Rohan and Sonia( like/likes) to play tennis. 

5. Mary (do not know/ does not know) French. 

6. (Do / Does) you like  classical music ? 

7.(Do/Does) the baby take a nap ? 

8. Stagnant water (breed/breeds) mosquitoes. 

9. If Ann (work/works) hard she can pass the exam. 

10.They (is/are) in my class. 

 

 



 -Wh questions in the simple present tense- 

 
Examples 

  
1.What time does the train arrive ? 

                     The train arrives at 2.30 pm. 

 

2.How many children do they have ?  

                      They have two children. 

 

3.What does he do ? 

                      He does his homework. 

 

4.Who is your best friend ? 

                      My best friend is shan. 

  

 5. How often does she go to market? 

                      She goes to the market twice a week. 

             

           

  



                  -ACTIVITY - 

Use the correct question word and the simple present to make questions.The 
underline words are the answers to the questions. 

EX:- Where does he live ?     He lives in America. 

  

  1. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

   He speaks four languages.  

  2. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

   She lives with her roommate. 

  3………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

   I go to bed at 11.00 pm. 

  4. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

   They eat vegetables for dinner every day. 

  5……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

   She doesn’t want to go to a movie because she is  very tired. 











                      

 
 

 

 

   

 

Stay home…   
Stay safe….. 

 
 
 

THANK YOU 


